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View from the Chair 

 

Amy Thompson 

A very warm welcome back to NALDIC Quarterly 
for the new academic year!   By the time this edition 
reaches you, the dust will have settled in the 
EAL/EMA world (albeit temporarily) and all eyes 
will be on how the brave new world of LA traded 
services is panning out.  For this edition’s View 
from the Chair, I am going to start with the end in 
mind.  I am referring readers to the end piece by 
Frank Monaghan on ‘Ten Reasons Why EAL Needs 
NALDIC’.   

In his summary of the key events affecting the EAL 
field lately, Frank is right to say that there is 
everything to fight for.  Two things are clear: the 
number of EAL pupils continues to increase, while 
the number of EAL specialists has decreased.   The 
latter, clearly the result of systematic neglect of the 
field by successive governments, despite official 
rhetoric on Inclusion and all that it entails.  The 
massive (in terms of resources invested in it) 
mainstreaming EAL programme from the National 
Strategies was intended to address precisely this 
issue – the need for classroom teachers to be able to 
address EAL needs without the support of EAL 
specialists.  Has the programme had any impact on 
improving the ability of classroom teachers to meet 
the needs of EAL pupils – able to go alone without 
the need for EAL specialists?  Case studies from the 
National Strategies would seem to confirm that.  
However, it is to be pointed out that in all cases, in 
all projects, EAL specialists have been involved.  
Now, more than ever, there is increasing need for 
NALDIC – to provide professional lead on the how 
and why and not just the ‘what’ (to do) in EAL.   A 
colleague once compared effective CPD for 
teachers to making the difference between knowing 
how to drive a car and understanding how a car 
works and how to fix it when something goes 
wrong.  Too many of us only know the former and 
not enough of the latter.   

 

 

Seeing as this is a new academic year, I thought I 
would have a look at the DfE website to see what 
there is on offer there for schools, since the new 
government policy is not to provide advice and 
guidance anymore but for schools to develop their 
own expertise and support each other.  I was 
pleasantly surprised to see that EAL/English as an 
additional language actually features as a heading 
under the Pupil Support tab, and a government 
statement confirming that they are ‘committed to 
supporting pupils for whom English is not a first 
language’, although the documents featured seem 
somewhat selective.  Sad to see that only five local 
authority services now feature.  Hurrah that 
NALDIC is listed and referred to regularly on their 
website.    

So, in a context where EAL specialism is 
increasingly at a premium in schools, yet is often 
overseen by non-EAL specialist Inclusion 
Managers, this issue of NALDIC Quarterly is 
devoted to looking afresh at EAL/SEN and what 
else to add to the body of knowledge and 
understanding beyond the Hypothesis Theory 
approach that has been the staple when looking at 
this topic in the past.  This issue is a timely 
precursor of this year’s annual conference on the 
same topic.  As always a focus on a particular 
aspect of EAL not only throws light on that 
particular aspect (EAL/SEN), but also on the whole 
field, adding to a more holistic understanding of the 
all-round development of EAL learners and their 
distinctive needs.  We hope colleagues find this 
edition enables them not only to ‘drive’ better but 
also to understand how it works better.    

 


