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Currently 4.5 billion is allocated nationally to schools through specific grants which include: 
School Development Grant; School Standards Grant; School Standards Grant 
(Personalisation); School Lunch Grant,  Ethnic Minority Achievement Grant, Extension of Early 
Years Free Entitlement and Extended Schools – Sustainability and Subsidy. EMAG accounts 
for over £200 million and has for some years been distributed on a needs based formula 
basis.  
 
A national consultation on school funding in March 2010 proposed mainstreaming the Ethnic 
Minority Achievement Grant (EMA) grant and additionally funding ‘Additional Education 
Needs’ within the DSG related to EAL and ‘underachieving groups’. Within the March 
consultation, the government pledged both to maintain the level of funding EAL/EMA 
funding overall and that ‘Local authorities should also be able to retain a portion of this 
funding to run a centralised service to support schools in narrowing achievement gaps for 
under-performing pupils and meeting the specific needs of bilingual learners, where they 
consider that is more practical than delegating all the funding to schools’.  
 
The results of the consultation showed that whilst a large majority of those who responded 
supported the case for mainstreaming grants as a way of simplifying the funding system, 
'there were particular concerns around the proposals to mainstream individual grants' 
particularly EMAG. A number of respondents commented on the need to maintain central 
specialised services in the LA and there was general support for transitional arrangements to 
ease the effect of the mainstreaming of these grants. Respondents also argued that ' EMAG 
should be retained as a discrete grant – at least for an interim period.'  
 
The new government has now launched its round of consultation on school funding with the 
launch of consultation on the pupil premium and other funding issues (Consultation on 
school funding 2011-12  Introducing a pupil premium). In this document, plans to review 
funding including the introduction of 'Additional Educational Needs' to cover the needs of 
EAL and ethnic minority pupils have been halted for the time being, but a new system for 
funding to follow 'pupil characteristics more closely' will be looked at for beyond 2011-2012.  
The consultation also notes ‘We intend to mainstream relevant grants into the DSG, which is 
likely to include at least School Development Grant, School Standards Grant and School 
Standards Grant (Personalisation), but again this is subject to the spending review. This is 
consistent with the Government’s aim of moving to a simpler funding system. Local 
authorities will be allowed to use previous levels of grant as an allowable factor in local 
formulae to help prevent funding turbulence at school level’. The fate of the grants not 
specifically named - School Lunch Grant; Ethnic Minority Achievement Grant; Extension of 
the Early Years Free Entitlement and Extended Schools – Sustainability and Subsidy - is 
currently unclear and will remain so until at least after 20th October.  
 



 

 

The Ethnic Minority Achievement Grant is a hugely important grant which has led to 
improving outcomes for groups of learners at risk of underachieving. The grant is also the 
main mechanism for funding the employment of over 3,500 highly skilled specialist EAL and 
EMA  teachers and over 3000 specialist EMA support assistants (DCSF, 2008).  
 
NALDIC is concerned that, faced with the current uncertainties, a number of local authorities 
are taking steps to make centrally employed specialist EAL/EMA and GRT teachers 
redundant. Such actions risk the educational chances of a new generation of learners and 
the loss of the gains which have been made in recent years to promote the equitable 
attainment of all our learners.  
 
We are urging all colleagues to respond to the current consultation before 18th October in 
the following way: 
 
It is essential that the Ethnic Minority Achievement Grant is retained in its current form at least 
until the government has completed its review of the system for funding schools beyond 
2011-12. Taking immediate steps to ‘mainstream’ EMAG will not support the government’s 
aim of ensuring ‘funding reflects pupil characteristics more closely’ and jeopardises the 
academic progress and well being of many of our most vulnerable learners.  


