
Combating Racism

>Education, Racism and Achievement 

>Expectations of pupils

>The organisation of EAL teaching 

>Combating disadvantage in the classroom and curriculum

All student teachers will need to gain an understanding of the impact of racism on educational achievement and how 

to begin to address and promote racial equality through developing positive attitudes and an inclusive classroom 

ethos, and through the use of teaching strategies and materials that reflect the cultural, linguistic and ethnic diversity 

of the classroom and society. 

Many ITE providers address this issue through dedicated sessions and there are many websites that provide very full 

resources for initial teacher educators.  These include the TTA sponsored .Multiverse website 

(www.multiverse.ac.uk) or Initial Teacher Training Professional Resource Network (IPRN). This site provides 

teacher educators, student teachers and trainees with a range of resources that focus on combating racism and 

enhancing the educational achievement of pupils from diverse backgrounds. A further excellent resource is the 

Educating for Race Equality- A Toolkit for Scottish teachers website which can be found at 

www.antiracisttoolkit.org.uk.  Rather than replicate these resources, this section explores in more detail the issues 

specific to the relationship between racism and the learning and teaching of EAL. Initial teacher educators may find 

it useful to examine aspects of this within their own dedicated sessions on race equality.

In this section we discuss the ways in which institutional racism may influence the delivery of services to children 

learning EAL in schools.We take as a reference point the definition of institutional racism employed by the 

Macpherson Committee. They argued that it is best thought of as the collective failure of an organisation to provide 

an appropriate and professional service to people because of their colour, culture or ethnic origin. It can be seen or 

detected in processes, attitudes and behaviour which amount to discrimination through unwitting prejudice, 

ignorance, thoughtlessness, and racist stereotyping which disadvantage minority ethnic people. (Macpherson 

Committee of Enquiry, 1999, para. 6.34). 
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Online Resources 

The Anti-Racist Toolkit

www.antiracisttoolikit.org.uk

This staff development resource is particularly useful for teachers who are at an early stage of developing an anti-

racist approach to their practice.For teachers and schools who are already familiar with the key tenets of anti-racist 

education and legislation, this resource may be useful for accessing further information.By going through the 

resource, a teacher can find out more about race equality and how to implement good practice in race-related 

issues.The material includes examples of good practice, exercises for staff development and electronic links to 

practical ideas about including racial equality in approaches to learning and teaching. 

The Commission for Racial Equality 

www.cre.gov.uk 

This is the government site of the agency which promotes racial equality. It has very readable and accessible 

information for the school context. The standards for racial equality in schools, Learning for All, can be ordered 

from the site. The Links page provides an extensive listing of websites, and, in particular, the Education and 

Research listing is very comprehensive 

Qualifications and Curriculum Authority 

www.qca.org.uk/301.html 
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This is a site that offers guidance on developing both whole school and teaching approaches that support diversity 

and challenge racism in the curriculum. 

Department for Education and Skills 

www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/ethnicminorities 

Their page on raising achievement and the Race Relations Amendment Act provides a useful summary of the 

requirements on schools and teachers regarding race equality. It also provides links to the legislation and to the CRE. 

Office for Standards in Education 

www.ofsted.gov.uk 

Various publications of research and inspection reports regarding inclusion and promoting the achievement of ethnic 

minority pupils are available on-line. A quick look at 'ethnic minority' under publications will provide a list of 

documents which are available to download. 

The European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance 

http://www.coe.int/t/E/human_rights/ecri/ 

This website provides educational resources including a useful Education Pack (All Equal, All Different) which 

offers ideas, resources and activities for intercultural education with young people. 

Multiverse: Exploring Diversity and Achievement 

http://www.multiverse.ac.uk/ 

Multiverse is an Initial Teacher Training Professional Resource Network (IPRN). The website provides teacher 

educators, student teachers and trainees with a range of resources that focus on enhancing the educational 

achievement of pupils from diverse backgrounds. 

The Runnymede Trust 

www.runnymedetrust.org 

This is a long established independent and voluntary funded site whose mandate is to promote a multi-ethnic Britain. 

They produce a range of successful publications promoting equality and diversity. 

Institute of Race Relations 

http://www.irr.org.uk 

The IRR is a think tank which investigates contemporary British racism and conducts research on racism in other 

European countries. The IRR news network aims to provide professionals in the voluntary sector, activists, students 

and interested individuals with a rich and dynamic news and information resource on race and refugee issues in the 

UK and the rest of Europe. 

Race on the Agenda 

www.rota.org.uk 

This is a social policy think tank devoted to issues that affect Black and minority ethnic (BME) communities in 

London. They have an extensive list of links in the UK relating to agencies working with black and ethnic minority 

communities. 

Trentham Books 

http://www.trentham-books.co.uk 

This publisher has a lengthy list of titles regarding inclusion and equality. It also publishes a peer-reviewed journal, 

Race Equality Teaching. 

Sage Publications 

http://www.sagepub.com/journal.aspx?pid=75 

publishes a journal entitled Race and Class which deals with issues of race, class and globalisation.
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