
SEN and EAL 

>Inclusion and Special Educational Needs (SEN)

>Identification and assessment 

>Responding to need 

>Overcoming barriers to learning in literacy

>Multilingualism and Dyslexia

>Overcoming barriers to learning in mathematics

>Gifted and talented

>Case study - Olamide

>Case study - Fabio 

Student teachers will need to respond to the needs of all bilingual learners they teach, including those with special 

educational needs and EAL learners who are gifted and talented. When a child who is learning English as an 

additional language makes slow progress in school, it is difficult to tell whether the delay is caused because they are 

not confident using the language of the school or because they have “real” learning difficulties independently of the 

language difference. Similarly there is often concern that the potential and ability of pupils learning EAL may be 

overlooked by provision for 'gifted and talented' pupils. 

In this section, teacher educators can find clear outlines of the issues involved and implications for practice.The 

section concludes with two case studies, written by serving teachers, of EAL learners who may have special 

educational needs. 
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Online Resources

Centre for Studies on Inclusive Education - An Overview 

http://inclusion.uwe.ac.uk/csie/index-overview.htm

Milton Keynes EMASS (2004) Guidance on the Assessment of EAL Pupils who may have Special Educational 

Needs.  Milton Keynes, Milton Keynes Council.

http://www.mkweb.co.uk/emass/documents/website_EAL_SEN_Artwork.pdf

Portsmouth Ethnic Minority Achievement Service SEN information 

http://www.blss.portsmouth.sch.uk/sen/index.shtml

The full text of the SEN Code of Practice at: http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/docbank/index.cfm?id=3724
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