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Noticing and feedback 
 Effective formative assessment involves,  
‘the noticing and gathering of information about 
student language use in ordinary (non- contrived)  
classroom activities, and the use of that 
information to make decisions about teaching (to 
promote learning) without necessarily quantifying it 
or using it for reporting purposes’  
 
(Leung 2004 p. 20). 
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So how do you notice and feedback? 
-to subject teachers; 
-to advanced EAL learners; 
 
What tools do you need to help? 
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Formative assessment improves 
teaching and learning 
! We have to do it in subject lessons 
! We need to be questioning, observing, 

marking and reviewing work constantly 
! We need to use a model of English 

language progression in subject learning 
!  It needs to continue beyond beginner or 

intermediate up to GCSE Grade C in all 
subjects 
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Good Feedback (for EAL) 
!  Uses a framework of reference to guide the 

‘next steps’ development of learners’ language:  
!  Has capacity to challenge learners’ progression 

by articulating areas which can be 
strengthened in an attainable way: 

!  Identifies additional resources and supports to 
improve language and literacy performance: 

!  Makes explicit reference to the task which has 
been completed and identifies performance 
related activities which might be improved: 

!  Is built into a structured programme for 
continuous and sustained support.  NALDIC 23: 14/11/2015© 
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NASSEA Framework 

A cross- 
curricular, 
formative 
assessment tool 
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Reactivity Series 

A more reactive metal will displace a less reactive metal 
from a compound.  
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Sikibah’s 
writing 
 
Farsi speaker 
in UK since 
year 5 
 
Context 
Year 10 
Chemistry 
Coursework 
preparation 
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The higher up the metal in the reactivity chain 
forever displaces the miner down metals. Low 
down metals in the sequence cannot reject low 
down metals from their answer. Zinc metal is 
senior up in the reactivity cycle; therefore zinc 
can regain copper in explanation. This kind of 
dislocation reaction is called redox reaction…… 
 
…..zinc is a further reactive metal. It will remove 
copper from its compound…… this is a type of 
displacement reply…… 
……Additionally zinc not simply will locate the 
copper but as well as this transform will effect 
in temperature rise. NALDIC 23: 14/11/2015 
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What’s going wrong? 
!  Paragraph structure 
!  Expressing scientific theory using comparative 

phrases (low down metals, further reactive) 
!  Academic vocabulary choices:  
(eject, senior, explanation, dislocation, transfer, 
operate, reply, locate, transform) 
!  Prepositions (‘within’ electrons) 
!  …??? 

How can we assess this? 
NALDIC 23: 14/11/2015 
© Catharine Driver 



NASSEA Step 7 Writing  
(GCSE Grade 4 old C -) 

…may have errors of cohesion, collocation 
and grammar or a reduced vocabulary. This 
will not detract from communicating 
meaning, but it may prevent the learner from 
expressing complexity or subtlety, and it 
may detract from style. 

NALDIC 23: 14/11/2015 
© Catharine Driver 



GCSE Grade 5 Writing (New C+) 

!  communicate effectively, sustaining the reader’s 
interest 

!  produce coherent, well-structured and 
purposeful texts 

!  vary sentence types and structures and use 
vocabulary appropriate to purpose and effect 

!  spell, punctuate and use grammar accurately 
with occasional errors. 
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What about vocabulary? 

!  locate 
!  location 
!  dislocate 
!  dislocation 

 

!  place v 
!  place n 
!  displace 
!  displacement 
 

and other cognates?.....  
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Vocabulary Size 
!  By KS2 a native speaker should have a vocabulary of 

5000 or more words. 
!  By the end of KS4 vocabulary size should be around 

10,000 words (Milton) 
!  Good vocabulary correlates strongly with higher 

attainment (Milton)  
!  Cameron (2003) found that year 10s with full UK 

education had significant gaps at 5000 word level. 
We need more research on this  
http://testyourvocab.com/result?user=5814198 
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Aligning the benchmarks 
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Mainstream 
descriptors at 

B1 / B2 
border are 

needed 
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Common European Framework 
! Global benchmarks – not designed for 

schools or learning  
! Adapted for curriculum in various places 

(Ireland, Saskatchewan) 
!  Is not detailed enough for secondary 

assessment for learning at B1- B2 levels 
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Philip, 
Chinese boy,  
year 7, 4 years  
Primary school UK. 
 
Unaided writing task 
at end of unit of 
work which had 
been planned and 
delivered jointly by 
EAL and subject 
teacher 
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Pauline Gibbons,  Learning to Learn in a second language 
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