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2014 National Curriculum – EAL in English 

 

Both primary & secondary: 
 

4.5 Teachers must also take account of the needs of pupils 
whose first language is not English. Monitoring of progress 
should take account of the pupil’s age, length of time in this 
country, previous educational experience and ability in other 
languages.  

4.6 The ability of pupils for whom English is an additional 
language to take part in the national curriculum may be in 
advance of their communication skills in English. Teachers 
should plan teaching opportunities to help pupils develop 
their English and should aim to provide the support pupils 
need to take part in all subjects.  

 
2 ©Constant Leung 2013 



The EAL challenge - Diverse Pupils & Needs 

 

 

 

 
 British young people from diverse 

backgrounds – familiar with local 
language & cultural practices, some are 
English –dominant, particularly in the 
spoken  local community vernacular 

 

Long term residents from diverse first language 
backgrounds with sustained schooling 

experience in UK, have knowledge of local 
language & cultural practices, can use English 

in school & in community, need further 
development in academic communication 

New arrivals (all ages), new to 
English, not necessarily 

permanent residents  

Sojourners, various levels of 
English language    

Pupils 
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EAL in the NC – Navigation   

• Questioning 

• Informed 
professional 
judgement 

• Finding the 
right fit 
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EAL – Professional questions & concerns: 

Example 

 
KS1 Phonics 

Who/which types of EAL learners/users would 
benefit from this knowledge? 

Does phonics-based decoding help learners of 
EAL comprehend content meaning? 

Is the learning of phonics by itself a sufficient 
condition for the development of reading (& 
literacy more generally)? 

Can EAL pupils read with comprehension 
without ‘correct’  phonics knowledge?  

(See NC English , KS 1&”, DfE, 2013, p20) 
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EAL – Professional questions & concerns: 

Example 
 KS 3&4 Reading and writing 

‘Pupils should be taught to control their 
speaking and writing consciously, understand 
why sentences are constructed as they are 
and to use Standard English.  They should 
understand and use age-appropriate 
vocabulary, including linguistic and literacy 
terminology … It is important that pupils learn 
the correct grammatical terms in English and 
that these terms are integrated within 
teaching …’ (DfE, 2013:134) 
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Professional concerns & questions 
NC statement KS3 

DfE, 2013  

Pupils should be taught to 
control their speaking and 
writing consciously 

EAL teacher 

DfES, 2006: 12 (original italics) 

• ‘The acquired system is a 
subconscious process very similar 
to that which children undergo 
when they acquire their first 
language.  It requires meaningful 
interaction in the target language 
where the focus is on natural 
communication. 

• The learned system is the result 
of formal instruction and is a 
conscious process which results 
in explicit knowledge about the 
language, for example, grammar 
rules.’ 

Need to reconcile the two positions 
and find a pupil-sensitive way 
through 
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Professional concerns & questions 

NC statement KS3 

 

Pupils should be taught to 
control their speaking and 
writing consciously, 
understand why sentences 
are constructed as they are 
and to use Standard English. 

EAL teacher 

 

 

 

Is it ‘why’ or ‘how’? 

Should grammar rules be a 
priority for all EAL learners? 

Should EAL learners be 
encouraged to use the full 
range of their communicative 
resources, including local 
vernaculars, translanguage 
and SE, where appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

concern 

To teach 
etymology & 

history of 
grammar   

To teach 
pupils to 

work with 
rules  
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Revising established assumptions 

2 forms of language in school (DfES, 2006): 

Everyday language (BICS) 
informal vocabulary + relaxed  grammar              social exchanges 

Academic language (CALP) 
specialist vocabulary, well-formed sentences, formal styles      

 

                                teaching & learning      

Sequential EAL development     
Everyday                       Academic 
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Spoken Language 

 (spoken by three 10-year-old students and accompanying action) 

 

1. this … no it doesn’t go … it doesn’t move …  

2. try that …  

3. yes it does …a bit … that won’t …  

4. won’t work it’s not metal…  

5. these are the best … going really fast.  
(Gibbons, 1998:101) 
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Written Language 

(written by one of the students)  

 

Our experiment was to find out what a magnet 
attracted.  We discovered that a magnet 
attracts some kinds of metal. It attracted the 
iron filings, but not the pin. It also did not 
attract things that were not metal.  

                                                                                                  (Gibbons, op.cit.) 
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Ideal-type Written Language 

(Taken from a children encyclopedia)  
 

A magnet is a piece of metal which is 
surrounded by an invisible field of force which 
affects any magnetic material within it.  It is 
able to pick up, or attract, a piece of steel or 
iron because its magnetic field flows into the 
magnet, turning it into a temporary magnet. 
Magnetic attraction occurs only between 
ferrous materials.  

        (Gibbons, op.cit.) 
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Everyday Language 

 

 

Easy to understand? 
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029 T if you have two 7s and two 8s (2) then what would your  

030  mode  be? 

031 S 7.5= 

032 T =no if all the rest of the numbers were appearing only  

033  [once= 

034 S2 [miss?  

035 S =yeah= 

036 T =and 7 and 8 was appearing twice  

037 S hmmmn 

038 T then you can have two modes (.) 7 and 8 because it is the  

039  most frequent number  

040 S would you have 7.5?= 

041 T =no that, that (unclear) if [it was the mean 

042 S                       [so if that was yeah 

043 T =right? if it is a mode then you can have two modes 

044 S (unclear) 

045 T so what numbers (.) right you’ve got 8 more here isn’t it?=  

046 S =yeah= 

047 T =and if I gave you a set of numbers and I said no pencil 

048  [T responding to another pupil] 

049  if I gave you a set of numbers there 1 2 3 3 4 8 9 8 8 7 6 5 7 7 (.) so what’s 

050  the mode there? (.) you’ve got 1 2 3 8s and 1 2 3 7s isn’t  

051  it?= 

052 S =yeah= 

053 T =so the mode will be 8 (7)= 

054 S =8 and 7? 

055 T =8 and 7=  

056 S =okay= 

057 T =so you have two modes (.) okay?= 

058 S =okay yeah 
              (Data drawn from Leung, 2010: 193-198) 
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Formal language 

‘The mode is the only statistic 
appropriate for data based on non-
numeric categories, e.g. the most 
common way of travelling to school.’ 
(DCSF, 2008: 256) 

‘Know that the mode of a set of 
numbers is the number that occurs 
most often in the set.’ (Loc.cit.) 

‘The mode indicates the item or class 
that occurs most often and is useful in 
reporting opinion polls.’ (Op.cit.: 257)  
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BICS & CALP at the same time 

Spoken communication              Curriculum-  
in class                                    related written   
            language   
   
Informal & formal spoken language           complex meaning +             
+ complex meaning when                            formal language style 
content-related  

 
    
Informal language is an integral part of classroom language 
Teachers should feel free to use informal English in talk where 

appropriate, and help pupils to use formal spoken and 
written English where necessary.   

Achieving understanding is the key concern. 
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